
ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDERS
R O B E R T ’ S  R U L E S  O F  O R D E R  W E R E  D E V E L O P E D  B Y  A  G E N E R A L

I N  T H E  1 9 T H  C E N T U R Y  T O  P R O V I D E  O R D E R  T O  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y
G A T H E R I N G S .  W E  H A V E  A D O P T E D  A N D  A D A P T E D  T H E M  F O R

O U R  O W N  P U R P O S E S .  F O R  A P S A ,  R O B E R T ’ S  R U L E S  A R E
D E S I G N E D  T O  A L L O W  F O R  S T R U C T U R E D  A N D  E F F I C I E N T

M E E T I N G S  T O  B E  H E L D ,  A N D  T O  A L L O W  E A C H  M E M B E R  O F
C O U N C I L  F E E L  C O M F O R T A B L E  A N D  S A F E  E N O U G H  T O  S P E A K

T H E I R  M I N D  D U R I N G  M E E T I N G S .  
T H E  M O S T  C O M M O N  U S E  O F  R O B E R T ’ S  R U L E S  I S  T O  M A K E

M O T I O N S .  M O T I O N S  C A N  B E  T H O U G H T  O F  A S  T H E  D E C I S I O N S
O F  C O U N C I L .  T H E Y  A R E  P R E S E N T E D ,  D I S C U S S E D ,  A N D  T H E N

V O T E D  O N  B Y  C O U N C I L .

Obtain the floor by waiting for the
Chairperson to recognize you
Make your Motion (Move)

Speak clearly, concisely & state in
the affirmative
“I move that” or “Be it resolved that
APSA Council”

Chairperson asks for a second
Without a second, the motion is lost

Chairperson or VP Administration states
the motion

Membership then deliberates &
discusses
May move directly to a vote
Once a motion is presented to the
membership, it becomes assembly
property and cannot be changed by
the speaker without the consent of
all members

Chairperson calls for a vote where each
person in the membership has one vote

HOW ARE MOTIONS PRESENTED? 
1.

2.
a.

b.

3.
a.

4.

a.

b.
c.

5.

Motion to Table –
postpones agenda item to
a late time
Motion to Move into
Camera – discussion to
ensue in a confidential
atmosphere. In Camera
dialogue is not
documented and all
participants are bound by
confidentiality (Please
note that this was used
more often before, but
now will be used only in
special circumstances as
we want to be as
transparent as possible).
Motion to Adjourn – if
passed, concludes the
meeting

ADDITIONAL MOTIONS
1.

2.

3.

 


